xi]                                   ARMY                                  341
Other and more general causes were at work in the direction of evil. Success in war had undoubtedly been the most potent attraction to the service of the Company, but the disasters in Afghanistan broke the charm. The stoppage of batta also furnished a powerful weapon to discontent. When Sind was annexed the extra allowance, or batta, granted on foreign service was discontinued, and in consequence several Madras and Bengal regiments refused to march* Similar difficulties took place on the annexation of the Punjab. Here, too, several Bengal regiments conspired to resist the order stopping the foreign-service allowance they had formerly received, and to refuse their pay. The mutiny was tided over, but only by measures of alternate coercion and concession. The native army was perfectly aware of its own strength and numbers, and of the weakness of the European force, and extraordinary stories were circulated about our difficulties in the Crimea*
An unsound and centralized military system; a large army of high-caste men drawn from one part of the country, confident in its own strength, and acted on by intense religious fears, with other less direct causes, constituted a highly inflammable material which thousands of secret agents were conspiring to ignite* They were helped in a remarkable way by our own action. The old musket was to be replaced by the Enfield rifle, and d^pdts of instruction were formed. Cartridges were made ' agreeably to instructions received from home'; and not only had the cartridge paper itself, which was sent out from England, a glossy or greasy appearance, but the end of the cartridge containing the bullet was greased. The previotis lubricating compound was composed of coco-nut oil and beeswax* The new stuff was concocted of one part of bees-wax and six parts of tallow; and there was * no official knowledge' of what the components as supplied by the contractor consisted, or from what animal's fat the tallow was made. At all events the sepoys thought that the grease used was a mixture of the fat of pigs and cows, the animals most abhorrent and sacred to Musaimans and Hindus respectively. It was in vain that the suggestion of the men that only wax and oil should be used was adopted; that they were allowed to prepare their own mixture; and that steps were taken to disabuse their minds of any sinister intention against their religion* The mischief had been done, the native officers were afraid of their men, and emissaries to regiment in the army spread disaffection successfully an excited and credulous soldiery* Even then, had there bean a strong Government and a sufficient European